96                                     LECTURE XII.
field. These lectures are therefore not regularly repeated every year; they depend largely on the special line of research that happens at the time to engage the attention of the professor. In addition to the lectures we have the higher seminaries, whose principal object is to guide the student in original investigation and give him an opportunity for individual work.
As regards my own higher lectures, I have pursued a certain plan in selecting the subjects for different years, my general aim being to gain, in the course of time, a complete view of the whole field of modern mathematics, with particular regard to the intuitional or (in the highest sense of the term) geometrical standpoint. This general tendency you will, I trust, also find expressed in this colloquium, in which I have tried to present, within certain limits, a general programme of my individual work. To carry out this plan in Gottingen, and to bring it to the notice of my students, I have, for many years, adopted the }                       method of having my higher lectures carefully written out, and,
r                       in recent years, of having them lithographed, so as to make
r                       them more readily accessible.    These former lectures are at the
ff                       disposal of my hearers for consultation at the mathematical
$                       reading-room of the university ; those that are lithographed can
\t                        be acquired by anybody, and I am much pleased to find them
f                       so well known here in America.
it
I                           As another important point, I wish to say that I have always
I                       regarded my students not merely as hearers or pupils, but as
r?
I                       collaborators.    I want them to take an active part in my own
I                       researches ; and they are therefore particularly welcome if they
bring with them special knowledge and new ideas, whether these be original with them, or derived from some other source, from the teachings of other mathematicians. Such men will spend their time at Gottingen most profitably to themselves.
I have had the pleasure of seeing many Americans among my students, and gladly bear testimony to their great enthusi-                  the geometry of the Euclidean plane with the geometry on a
